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CEPS – Who we are? 

• Independent European think tank based in Brussels, 

founded in 1983  

• Objectives:  

 Policy research 

 Forum for discussion 

• Strong in-house research capacity and an extensive 

network of partner institutes throughout the world 
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CEPS – Who we are? 

• CEPS recently established an independent centre with 

focus on energy and climate change 

• The Energy Climate House aims at strengthening the 

CEPS work on energy and climate change 

• High level of policy relevance under strict standards of 

academic excellence and unqualified independence  
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The challenge of using green economy indicators 

Need to measure 
progress towards 

the Green Economy 

Unused or misused 
green economy 

indicators 

• Green economy is a highly complex topic with many definitions 
and measurement approaches 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• A very large number of indicators available that in practice is not 
used in policy-making 
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NETGREEN: Network for Green Economy Indicators 

• Two-year EU-funded project 

involving six research institutions 

• Take stock of this fragmented 

body of work 

• Develop a product for policy-

makers and other stakeholders  

• Build a network of people and 

organisations to: 

o Strengthen the dialogue on 

green economy indicators  
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The work involved 

• 15 researchers involved 

• 85 interviewed experts from the EU and beyond 

• About 100 green economy papers/reports consulted  

• Around 2000 green economy indicators considered 
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Interviewed stakeholders  

• A group of experts to be interviewed was selected in 

order to discuss their experience with using indicators 

• A particular focus was given in selecting interviewees 

who are policy and decision makers 

• Also people or organizations who want to influence 

policy-making  

• Other relevant interviewees were researchers and 

statistical officers 
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Interviewed stakeholders  

The following groups of organizations were selected: 

  

• Policy and decision makers at EU and national level 

• International organizations 

• Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

• Academic researchers, statistical officers, think tanks 

• Business representatives 
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Examples of selected organisations 

• Department for Energy and Climate Change, UK 

• UNEP 

• European Commission  

• Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment 

• German Federal Statistical Office 

• Portuguese Governmental Environmental Agency 

• Federal Ministry of Agriculture,Forestry, Environment, Austria 

• University College London 

• Stakeholder Forum 

• Confederation of British Industry 

• Wuppertal Institute 

• Friends of the Earth 

• Trade & Industrial Policy Strategies, South Africa 
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Who produces the indicators?  

• Intergovernmental organisations 

• Statistical offices 

• Non-governmental organisations 

• Scientific institutes 

• Government bodies (national) 

• Government bodies (regional) 

• Businesses 
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Why indicators are not used?  

• Policy-makers are not aware about the existence of 

some indicators 

• There are divergent views over methodologies or over 

concepts behind the formulation of the indicators 

• Policy-makers are often unwilling to use data if they do 

not come from official statistics offices 

• There are unaware about the relevance of measuring 

some issues 
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Why indicators are not used?  

• Insufficient or obsolete or low-quality data   

• Difficult to collect all information needed in order to use 

the indicator 

• Often there are too many indicators for the same issue 

which often creates confusion in the policy-making field 
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What do policy-makers need?  

• Transparency 

 Explanation about calculation method 

 Origins of indicator 

 Development stages 

 Data sources 

• Information about the methodology of the indicator 

• Sound indicators from a data perspective 

• Clear description about what does it measure and what 

it does not 
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What do policy-makers need?  

• Policy and decision makers tend to like headline 

indicators for public communication reasons 

• Indicators that capture information at the regional and 

local level 
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The product develop by the NETGREEN team 

An interactive online 
tool for policy-makers 
and the people trying 

to influence them 

Designed to help users 
identify and 

understand green 
economy indicators 

Supports users in 
making the right 

indicator selection for 
a specific policy issue  

Helps users interpret 
the strengths and 

shortcomings of an 
indicator 
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Web tool to facilitate the use of green economy indicators 
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Web tool to facilitate the use of green economy indicators 
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Web tool to facilitate the use of green economy 

indicators 

GREEN 
ECONOMY 

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Quality of Life 

Economic 
Sustainability 
and Resilience 

Effective 
Governance 

Social Justice 

Environmental Conditions 

Environmental Pressures 

Environmental Change 

Intragenerational 
Equality 

Intergenerational 
Equality 

Access to resources 
and services 

Democracy and 
Institutions 

Health 

Education 

Occupation 

Social Cohesion 

Time use 

Local Environment 

Financial Situation 

Subjective Well-being 

Human Capital 

Manufacturing Capital 

Financial Capital 

Progress Towards GE 

Circular Economy 

Business Resilience 

Global Stewardship 

Policy and Decision 
Making 
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Web tool to facilitate the use of green economy 

indicators 

The Measuring-progress.eu web tool features:  

 

• 260 fully described indicators 

• Over 500 additional indicators  

• Over 900 keywords 

•  Topic tree with 102 topics 
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• Funding: We are in talks with organisations on the 

continuity of Measuring-progress.eu 

• Further extensions to other areas would increase value 

of the website 

 Other data sources 

 Other indicators and key words 

• We are still open for suggestions for potential funders, 

collaborators or testers 

Web tool to facilitate the use of green economy indicators 
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Messages 
 

•  Rather than focusing only on developing the perfect 

indicator or set of indicators perhaps it is more useful to: 

o Educate the public in the use of indicators 

o Start using the available literature more extensively 
 

•     Almost any indicator can provide useful pointers for 

some political questions and misleading signals for others   

 

 

Using green economy indicators in policy-making 
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Messages 

 

•   In order to offer added value for policy-making they need 

to first be identified and then properly interpreted 

 

•   Effective green economy policies need to be linked to 

attractive visions for change and indicators can be used to 

underpin these visions 

Using green economy indicators in policy-making 



Questions and discussion 

- THANK YOU! - 
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