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Before his appointment at KNMI, Van
Aalst was the director of the

International Red Cross Red Crescent
Climate Centre and held the Princess Margriet Chair at the Faculty of Geo-
information Science and Earth Observation at the University of Twente, where he
remains a part-time professor in climate and disasters. He was also an adjunct
Senior Research Scientist at the International Research Institute for Climate and
Society at Columbia University in New York.

He served as a coordinating lead author for the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), co-Editor-in-Chief of the scientific journal Climate Risk
Management, and worked on disaster management and climate adaptation for
the World Bank, the African Development Bank, and the OECD. He was a
member of the Technical Expert Group on Comprehensive Risk Management of
the UNFCCC Warsaw International Mechanism on Loss and Damage, the
steering committee of NWO-WOTRO, the World Weather Attribution Consortium,
the Partners for Resilience alliance, and held advisory roles in various
international research programs.

As Director General of KNMI, Van Aalst is a member of the governing council of
European meteorological organizations EUMETSAT, ECMWF, EUMETNET,
ECOMET, UWC, and ACCORD. He is also a member of the European Scientific
Advisory Board on Climate Change (ESABCC) and a Trustee at the International
Institute for Environment and Development (lIED).

Maarten van Aalst studied astrophysics in Utrecht and obtained his doctorate in
atmospheric physics and chemistry at Utrecht University and the Max Planck
Institute in Mainz.



