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(1) 

The magnitude of the challenge to 

be addressed  



ONLY ONE EARTH 

World Footprint = 1.5 earths  



Resource efficiency :  general context  

Resource efficiency :  
Doing more with less  

 

=  Producing more value 
while living, producing 
and consuming within 
the physical and 
biological limits of the 
planet  

 



Estimated world population, 1950-

2000, and projections: 2000-2050 (UN) 

The elephant in the room:  

Population 



Planetary boundaries and human activity  
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Environmental impact of materials 
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Source: International Resource Panel  



Policy making: new global context, new 

challenges, new opportunities 

The world has undergone enormous changes over the 

recent years: 

Shifts in global economic 
and political balance  

Rapid depletion of  
natural resources  

Increased inequalities  New actors in the  
global arena  









 

(2) 

The policy framework and toolbox   



raw materials: metals,  
minerals - fuels -biomass  

ecosystems ïbiodiversity 

ï water ïland and soils ï 

air ï marine resources  

Resource efficiency:  
policy background  

Å 7 th  Environment Action Programme  

Å Europe 2020 Strategy for smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth  

ü Resource Efficiency Flagship Initiative  

ü Roadmap to a resource efficient Europe  

ü Europe 2020 mid - term review  

ü European Semester  

ü New Commission's  priorities   

ü Towards a circular economy for Europe  



7EAP: Nine priority objectives  



Roadmap to a resource efficient Europe  

Å Three time lines  

Å long term 2050 vision  

Åmilestones for 2020  

Åactions to be taken now  

 

Å Three action lines  

ÅShifting to a green, circular economy  

ÅSafeguarding natural capital  

ÅTackling key sectors: food, buildings, mobility  

Å A shared responsibility of the EU and MS level  

ÅGovernance and monitoring under Europe 2020  

Related  

indicators  



Today's  policy  context  -  A New Commission:  

A new Agenda for Jobs, Growth, Fairness  
 and Democratic Change  

"Ensuring the sustainability of our environment, the preservation 
of our natural resources [é] are key policy objectives. [é] 

Protecting the environment and maintaining our competitiveness 
can go hand - in -hand, and environment policy also plays a key 

role in creating jobs and stimulating investment "  

 



raw materials:  
minerals - fuels -biomass  

ecosystems ïbiodiversity 

ï water ïland and soils ï 

air ï marine resources  

Resource efficiency :  
Doing more with less  

ÅSustainable management and use of 

resources throughout their life cycle  

ÅProducing more value while living, 

producing and consuming within the 

physical and biological limits of the 

planet  


